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Manual—FNA Collaboration

At its October meeting, the
editorial committee of Flre
Morth America (FNA)  agreed to
adopt the Manuval treatment for
its treatment of the Poaceas.
This recommendation included
acceprance of the Manuals
layout, treatments, and criteria
for inclusion, in all of which the

two projects differ.

As a result of the agreement, the
Manual will be published first as
volumes 24 and 15 of Floro Morth
Amevica.. This does not preclude
publicatien by the Floristic
Foundotion (see p. 3 | of a
modified wersions of the
manuseript. For instance, we see
a continuing need for a single
volume editon, and a potental
value in regional treatments,

The good news for contributors
is that they will not be asked to
rewrite their treatments in a
different format, nor to modify
their keys to eliminate the
ormamental species and those
that were collected once, but
have not persisted, in the region.

Some contributors will regret
the loss of an opportunity to
present a longer version of their
treatment than permitted by the
Monual’s length restrictions.
Others will rejoice that they will
not be asked to expand their
treatment

The good news for the Manwal is
that it is no longer necessary to
explain why the Manuel project
edists. This has made it much
easier to approach potental
funding sources,

Another advantage is that we
can approach FMA's regional
editors for help in developing the
distribution maps and for
comments on the treatments.
Several individuals, including
some who are not part of FMA
have offered to help us in this
regard.

We shall start sending out
treatments for review early next
year.  Anyone interested in
helping in this manner should
write or Email Barkworth (for
eantact information, see p, 4)

Last Treatment Received!

The last generic treatment for
the Manual was received on
August 3, 1999, |t was a great
day for the author, and for us.

The Manual now includes 247

genera, 1,393 specles, and 257
additonal Infraspecific ta.

These numbers are sull subject
to modification. A change in the
taxonomic treatment of a group
can cause either an Increise or
decrease in the three numbers.
Discoveries, whether they

represent newly recognized taxa

or the firse discovery of a Gxon
within the region, will lead to an
increase In at beast one of the
numbsers,

The two peneric keys are
currently being tested by
students taught by Drs Tina
Ayers and Jerry Davis, of
Morthern Arizona and Cornell
Universities, respectively. Yve
have alse received several
excellent suggestions for
improving the synoptic keys
from Dr. Ken Chambers of
Oregon State University.

Highlights

# All generic treatments have
been received and undergone
general editing.

« All Manua! files have been

converted to VWindows-based
farmats.

= Momenclatural section |

nearly ready for publication,

# Generic keys  are being
tasted,

= Preparation of the illustrations
is underway.

® Mapping files are being
converted to ArcView.

FiA cannot offer the Manual
project any direct financial
support.  Both projects  will,
however, benefit from the
collaboration. More importantly,
so will the individuals that both
projects are designed to $erve—
those wanting to know more
about Morth America's plants.

We shall make the keys available
over the Web in PDF format
once we have modified them to
reflect the comments received
from these individuals.

At some stage we shall have w
‘close the books' on mxenomic
changes, but that tme has not
arrived yer, so—

Please keep us informed
of new discoveries and
taxonomic changes!
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P 2 The Grass Manual
Funding: Current Status and Prospects
Current Status. On June 30, need major support are editing approaches have been to units of
FUNDING SUMMARY 1998, the Monuals main funding, illustrations, and preparation of various federal agencies.
that from the US.D.AS's  distribution maps. Everyone has been supportive of

Past Funding
USDAARS  $173,000 10y
Ush AES 548,850 Byr

Private $40,000 2y
New Funding

USFSRange $100000 3y
BLM-Reveg  $10,000 1y
Utsh AES $18,000 Iyr

5till Needed  $330,000

The above figures exclude
Barkoworth's salsry, A number of
requests are still being considered,
Donations always welcome!

“If I could remember
the names of all these
subatomic particles, |
could have been a
botanist.”

—FEnrico Fermi

Agricultural Research Service
{ARS) ended. The project has
survived since then on funding
from the Utah Agricultural
Experiment Station ($6,000 per
year) and private funding.

The private funding will also end
shorty, Moreover, it cannot
provide sufficient support to
complete the project, let alone
complete it in a dmely fashion.
One consequence of this
situation is that Barkworth has
devoted considerable time this
jpast fall to fund raising.

The three areas for which we

‘Editing” In this context covers a
multitude of activites, from
ensuring consistency within and

communicating with
contributors to maintakning the
records, both scientific and
administrative, assocated with
the project. It also incdudes
miost of the Web development.

The other two aress needing
support, Illustrations and
distribution maps, wre discussed
elsewhere in this Mewsletter,

Prospects. Our first

Nomenclatural Treatment

The nomenclatwral portion of
the Manual is essentially
complete. It is about 300 pages
long and conmins over 3,700
entries. It will be induded in the
Manual on a compact disk In
addition, at the request of many
taxonomists and libraries, a print
version will also be made
available. The print version will
be published sometme in 2000

The nomenclatural treatrment
shows all the names that have
been applied in Morth American
publications to the tma included

lHlustrations

For many pecple it will be the
Mustrations that sell the Manwal
The samples in this Mewsletter
help demonstrate why.

Verobik is the primary artist, but
she iz being assisted by four
other illustrators: Karen Klit,
Araliese Miller, Hana Pazdirkova,
and Ceceila Freeman,

Each iflustration is compared
with representative specimans
and the identification keys. This
ensures that they are both

in the Manual, plus many of the
names that have been used in
ather parts of the world.

The nomendarural informathon is
presented using  internationally
recognized abbreviations for
authorities, books, and journals.

The printed version will contain
a number of valuable
enhancements. For instance, to
make the volume self-contained,
the meaning of all abbreviations,
and of the Latin phrases used, is
presented in an appendic. The
volume's value will be further

scientifically accurate and useful
aids to identification,

Whenever possible, the
specimens used have been those
chosen or annotated by the
contributer of the treatment
invohred.

The remaining specimens have
bean selected, and their
identification checked, by
Barkworth. For introduced
weeds, particularly those not
(yet) established in the Manual

the project. and ghd to hear of
the collaboration with FNA. We
have received promises of
$110,000, spread over the next
three years, and some units are
still considering our request.

¥ve are also approaching various
private funding sources. In some
cases, we are asking for funding
that will not only help complete
the Manual but also enhance the
rescurces we can make available
for identifying grasses in Morth
America.  The primary focus,
however., is always on
completion of the manuscript
required for print publication,

enhanced by the inchugion of a
chapter on botanical
nomencliture designed to help
novices of all ages understand
the information presented,

Changes and corrections that
are made after the printed
version is sent for publication
will be incorporated in the
compact disk version included in
Monual. The compact disk will

also be sold separately.

region, we have asked
txonomists in other countries
to assist us. The response has
been great.

A major problem with illustrating
grasses is preparing a good habit
sketch. These can most easily be
prepared from photographs that
show the habic I you have
suitable photographs that you
wolld be willing to share with
the project, please contact
Barkworth.
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Distribution Maps

Preparing distribution maps is
enormously time-consuming. ¥ve
asked conributors o provide
maps, but many eould not do so.
Consequendy we smrted to
develop a geographic database
for use as a backup.

This database contains two kinds
of records: locality data (aka dot
data) and, for the 48 contiguous
states, county level dam. It is
naw rather substantial,
containing 61,170 locality
records and 2538456 county
records. The coverage s,
however, uneven, as is shown by
the map on the right.

Our database i3 built primariky
from secondary sources. This is

a concern, as is the fact that the
distribution of many species,
particularly weedy species, is
poorly represented in herbaria.
‘We shall address these concerns
first by asking contributors w
identfy ard follow up on records
that seem mprobable Some
discrepancies reflect mxonomic
differences; others may reflect

misidentifications.

¥e will soon begin posting
Treatments to  the ‘Web,
together with the maps

by the dambase. We
shall then invite anyone
interested to send us additonal
data, or suggest records thar
should be questioned.

The Manual on the Web

We shall be making the Monwal
available on the Web at two
sites, the FMA site and 2 Manual
site being developed at Uah
State Liniversity. Why two sites?
Because we would like to allow
for some enhancements to the
information presented.

One enhancement will be access
o the longer. more detailed
manuscripes that were submitied
by some conmibutors. Other
Ideas include addidon of color
images, of sound fles giving

common  pronunciations  (note
the plural) of scientific names,
and provision of all the
nomenclatural  information  in
searchable format. There are
other ideas that becarse they
would involve substantial work,
must remain dreams for now.

We plan to use the Web site to
improve our distributional dar,
as explained above. Our ultimate
goal in this regard, however, is
to provide an easy mechanism by
which herbaria can easily share

The Floristic Foundation

| am convinced that the Manual
could be a source of funding for

support that has been donated
1o it by numerous Boconomists
and herbaria.

I am estblishing a non-profit
organization, the Floristic
Foundation, that will become the
owner, or co-owner, of the
Manuals components. The
foundation's purpose will be o
support floristic and raxonomic
research in North America.

¥e stand by our commitment to
make the Monua! available, free

The maps in the Moanual will
reflect information from all these
sources, but thqr will be
submitted w0 the contributor
before publication.

Data sent wo us should be based
on herbarlum specimens so that
the idencfications can be
verified. We prefer locality dam,
both because of its predision and
because we @an store the
specimen information with each
record. BUT, we would rather
have county-level data than no
data.

We record the source of all our
data in 2 master fle and will

acknowledge all sources on the
Web site and In any publication.

in providing distribution maps
linked to individual specimens.

Our primary goal is o complete
the manuscript for the print
version of the Monual. All tme
spent on the YWeb sites, and an
has tor be evaluated in terms of its
ability to contribute to
achievernent of this goal At
present, the inability to hire any
student assistance seriously
impacts the tme avallable for

editing.

of charge. on the Web. It will
also be published as part of FNA
The Foundation will not seek to
duplicare these publicatons, bur
to use the Monuals components,
and enhancements to them, in
developing additigonal,
markeable. products.

Full information on te Floristic
Foundation will be published on
the Web a3 oon a8 it is
established.

Mary Barkworth

in the: sasvern LLS. are smaller that those
in the weit.

How rapidly the Web site
develops, indeed, how
rapidly the whole project
develops, depends on the
funding available,
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For Contributors

Momenclature. Al of you
should by now have received,
proof-read, and returned the
nomenclatural  treatment  for
your treatments. We are still
resolving a few probiems, with
assismance from Drs. K. Gandhi,
K. Brummit, and D. Micolson. If
you are one of the few
contributors who has not replied
to Kathleen yet please do so,
MOW,. She will send you an
additional copy if necessary.

Treatments. Early next year

longer treatment and would like
a revised version of it placed on
our VWeb site, please let us
know, If you wish to put it on
your own Web site, please let us
know the URL 3o thar we can
provide a link to it

I you sent us distribution maps.
you will recefve two sews of
rmaps, those that you submitwed
and those generated from the
database. If there are differences
berween the two, we shall atach
netes asking for your comments.
We know there are flaws in the

we shall begin sending you your
generic reatments for review,
together with the associared
distribution maps.

We are keeping to the length
guidelines that were set when
the Manual was being designed
as a single, undoubtedly large,
volume. If you have sent us a

maps generated from the
database, but some of the
differences berween the maps it
generated and those we were
sent do seem to reflect the
greater access that we have to
distribution data compared to
some contributors.

Publication details

Mewsletter. The publication date of this newsletter is Movember 16,
1999, It will be distributed to all contributors and many other
interested individuals. Unlike previous newsletters, this one is
copyrighted. Anyone wishing to make more than five copies of any
part of it should contact Barkwerth. Any or all of the five coples may
be placed in an institutional or herbarium lbrary.

The Manual. The Manual will be published as two volumes of Foro
North America but will have two ttle pages, one reading “The Manual of
North America Grosses, MLE. Barkworth, K.M. Capels, and LA, Vorobik,
Editors”, and the other “Fiorg Novth America, volumes 24 and 25, ME.
Barkworth, K.M. Capels, and LA. Vorobik, Taxon Editors”.

This arrangement is similar o that used for the Regnum Vepetabile
series, 3 series that includes the various versiongol the “International
Code of Botanical Nomenclature’ and ‘Index Herbariorum', to mention
a few of its better known valumes.

Related Publications. These are, at present. vaporware, so far as
Barkworth, Capels, and Vorobik are concerned. If anyone is interested
in using some of the material developed for the Manual in connection
with some other publication, they should contact Barkworth, i it
relates to a single genus, she will also provide the name of the
contributor.

ustrations. Vorchik will be
sending pencil drawings to the
appropriate  contributor(s) for
review before they are nked,
Flease check these drawangs
carefully. They should show the
features used in the keys, te the
extent this is feasible,. Do not
forget to check the accuracy and

the spelling in the labels.

External Rewview. We shall be
sending approved reatments out
for additional review, partly for
review of the manuscript but
also for review of the maps. ¥e
shall let authors know of any
questions or concerns that are
raised concerning their
reatments,

Web. Az work i3 approved, it

will be placed on the Web, as
rapidly as our financlal resources

permit

Oreuttia callfornica

Contact information

Dr. Mary E. Barkworth, Project Leader and Editor
I in Herbarium

Department of Biology

Utah State Universiey

Logan, Utah 84322-5305

Woice (435) 797-1584; FAX (435) 797-1575

Email mary@biclogy.usu.edu

Dr. Kathleen M. Capels, Associate Editor
Intermountain Herbariuwm

Department of Biclogy

Utah Stae Uiniversi

Logan, Utah 84312-5305

Woice (435) T97-1584; FAX (435) T97-1575
Email grassmani@biology usu.edu

Dr. Linda A. Vorobik, llustrations Editor

Emiail vorobik{@rockisland.com; vorobiki@prodigy.net

Vorobik sometimes works at the University of Washington, sometimes
at the University of California. Berkelay. It is recommended that people
contact her via her two Email addresses.

Grasses: Ubiquitous, Useful, Glorious!




